The Mystic Nightingale
S.A.B., a cappella

Now doth the mystic nightingale carol its odes,
and buds of inner meaning are bursting into blossoms delicate and fair.

The field larks are become the festival’s musicians,
and lifting wondrous voices they cry and sing to the melodies
of the Company on high, “Blessed are ye! Glad Tidings! Glad Tidings!”

— -Abdu’l-Baha
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dedicated to the Ladder for the Soul Choir

based on the writings of The Mystic Nightingale David Nelson Miller
R < (2011, ASCAP)
Abdu’l-Bahd S.A.B., a cappella
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*Sixteenth-notes wherever they appear should be tossed off lightly like birdsong.

Tails should never wag their dogs,

And birds should never sound like frogs.
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*Either divisi, or omit upper notes, or omit lower notes. But do sing something.
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*Optional: humming.

(Please don’t bury the bird.)
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*Like airy harps
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The field larks
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*... those wakeful birds
Have all burst forth in choral minstrelsy,

As if some sudden gale had swept at once

A hundred airy harps!
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