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Ye Are Even As The Bird

Gleanings From The Writings Of Baha'u'llah, CLIII, pp. 327*, 328**

Baha'u'lldh Baha'i Publishing Trust, Wilmette II., 1976 ]ohn Thomas ngglns
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and hav-ing been en trapped in the
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bur-den weigh-ing on its sul-lied wings, that bird, hi-ther-to an in- mate of the
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heav-ens,_  heav-ens, _ is  now forced to  seek a dwel-ling place
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heav-ens,__  heav-ens,__ is  now forced to seek a dwel-ling place
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clay of way-ward- ness and vain de- sires.
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clay of way-ward- ness and vain de- sires **The world is but a show, vain and
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The world is but a show, vain and emp-ty,- J_ J_ -
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Set not your af-fec-tions u-pon it.
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46

| \ . |
7 D ' o) fr——— ! — N ! rm—
SEEEEEEe e e —
I 7 1 T
The world is but a show, vain and emp- ty, a mere noth-ing
N el b T »
," Ih”l - | I | | IV) I
vV 1 / T
\
The world is  but a show, wvain and emp-ty, a mere noth-ing




S.A.

T. B.

S.A.

T. B.

S.A.

T. B.

Ye Are Even As The Bird 43
50 Set not
/_9 s . p— Hm — X
V AW | I I I I 5 I I | I— 1N I
@ V) ! I rl_ Z [ & 0 I I 17 I
S Fer oo 7
O
bear-ing the semb-lance of re-al-i-ty. Set_ not your af-fec-tions u-pon it.
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bear-ing the semb-lance of re-al-i- ty. Set not your af-fec-tions u-pon it.
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The world is but a show vain and emp-ty Set not your af - fec - tions
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The world is but a show, vain and emp-ty Set not your af - fec - tions
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Set not your af-fec-tions u-pon it. Ye are e-ven as the bird which soar-eth,
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Set not your af-fec-tions u-pon it.

Performance notes

This music makes use of the technique of 'word painting', the musical depiction
of words in the text. It tries to imitate the emotion or action described in the text,
moving upwards as the bird soars, using dissonance as the bird is trapped in the
clay of the material world. The last section sets parallel fourths and fifths together
like trumpets blaring as Caesar paraded by, in a movie of ancient Rome, to
emphasize that the world, truly, is "but a show".




